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BEECH GAP TRAIL I

ROUND BOTTOM TO BEECH GAP
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LENGTH: 2.5 miles, from Balsam Mtn. Road to jct. Balsam Mtn.
Trail

HIGHLIGHTS: Pleasant stream at beginning, mature forest.
CAUTIONS: Unbridged stream crossing.

MAP KEY: D 10; USGS quad: Luftee Knob

USE: Horse and hiking trail.

TRAILHEAD: Round Bottom—Access to the trailhead is via Big
Cove and Straight Fork roads which lead into Great Smoky Moun-
tains National Park just beyond the tribal fish hatchery. You can
access Big Cove Road from Highway 441, 1 mile south of Oconaluftee
Visitor Center. Trailhead parking is 13.9 miles from the visitor center
(3.8 miles from park boundary). Alternate trailhead access is 13.2
miles via the one-way Balsam Mountain Road which begins at the
end of the Heintooga Ridge Road.

Round Bottom, the trailhead for the Beech Gap Trail—Sections I
and II, is a beautiful, secluded spot nestled beside pristine Straight
Fork. Despite the remoteness, the area has a rich history. Native
Americans penetrated these wilds for eons, followed by pioneers who
established small mountain farms.
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